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EARLY ATTENTION SPAN DEVELOPMENT   

BASIS FOR SCHOOL  

 

Able to focus on one 

activity at a time  

(attention span). 

 

 

 

 

 

Able to attend to a 

task/activity for 

increasing amounts of 

time (time on task). 

Cognitive Skills  

Persistence increases with age and experience. 

Parents 

Caregivers 

 

 

Encourage your child to stick with one activity at a time such as 

simple home routines and chores. Try to minimize distractions. 

Use your home language. Praise your child for paying attention. 

Support his feeling of satisfaction. 

 

It is satisfying to 

complete a task.  

Concepts 

Experiences  with compelting tasks become concepts when the 
child thinks and talks about them with an adult.            

 

Paying attention to a 

speaker, singer, or 

reader results in an 

enjoyable experience. 

A young child learns to persist with everyday activities . . .  

 

 


